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Marcu 10, 1880.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. STEPHENS, from the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, 
submitted the following 


REPORT: 


[To accompany bill H. R. 3003. ] 


The Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 3003) to establish an assay office in the Territory 
of Arizona, after full consideration, report in favor of the passage of 
the bill. 

The rapidly-developing mining interests, both of gold and silver, in 
that Territory require that an assay office should be established as near 

_these great interests as practicable. The exact location is left to the 
diseretion of the Secretary. 

It is estimated by Hon. John G. Campbell, the Delegate from that, 
Territory, that the products of the gold and silver mines within the 
limits of Arizona will, during the present year, amount to nearly, if not 
quite, ten millions of dollars. Should this estimate prove to be approxi- 
mately true, a necessity of the immediate erection of the proposed assay 
office cannot be questioned. . 

For further information, a paper submitted by Mr. Campbell to the 
committee is hereto appended as part of this report, and asked to be 
printed with it. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 14, 1880. 

The following statistics of the approximate products of the mines of gold and silver 
in the Territory of Arizona are presented to the honorable the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures in support of the bill (H. R. 3003) ‘‘To establish an assay office 
in the Territory of Arizona.” They are taken from official and reliable data, and show 
in part the present condition of mining interests of the Territory. From the report 
of the Director of the Mint it is stated that for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, 
the product of gold was $77,300; of silver, $500,000. For the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1878, the product of gold was $500,000 and of silver $3,000,000. For the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1879, the product of gold was $800,000; of silver, $3,550,000. From 
approximate estimates the product of the mines will be nearly doubled by the end of 
the present fiscal year. 
"While the product of the precious metals in California for the fiscal year ending 
Tune 30, 1879, amounted to $20,000,000; it is reasonable to estimate that the Territory 
of Arizona during and at the termination of the present year will be at least half 
that amount. From the annual statement of Wells, Fargo & Co. of precious metals 
produced west of the Missouri River during the year 1878, the amount of gold dust 
and bullion sent by express from Arizona Territory was $119,911; dust, &¢., by 
other conveyances, $19,911; silver and doré bullion by express, $1,116,606; ores and 
bullion by freight, $951,555; making a total for the year of $2,287,983. While for the 
year ending December 31, 1879, the product was: Gold, $212,722; by other convey- 
ance, $21,272; silver, $1,046,036; ores, &c., $662,373, making a total of $1,942,403. 
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This does not inélude the very large amount, especially of gold products, that are 
taken away annually by individual miners on their person or otherwise. 


The mineral resources of the Territory are as yet but partially developed, and it is 


reasonable to conclude, with the great influx of immigration of mining population 
from the neighboring States and Territories, that in a few years the mining products 
will be quadrupled. There are a number of private assay-offices in the Territory, and 
doubtless the assays made are accurate, but that does not answer the requirements of 
the mining interests, because no official character can be given to such assays. The 
stamp and imprint of the government assayer is needed to give authority and char- 
acter to the minerals when assayed. 

It is requested that the above statements will be considered by the committee when 
the bill comes up before them as an argument for the policy and necessity of building 


and establishing an assay office, which, it is confidently anticipated, will, in the course, 


of a few years, be self-sustaining as to its expense on the general government. 
All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. CAMPBELH#, 
Delegate for Arizona. 


WELLS, FarGo & COMPANY, 
EXCHANGE, BANKING, AND EXPRESS, 
San Francisco, December 31, 1879. 

DeaR Sir: The following is a copy of our annual statement of precious metals pro- 
- duced in the States and Territories west of the Missouri River, including British Co- 

lumbia (and receipts in San Francisco by express from the west coast of Mexico), 
during 1879, which shows aggregate products as follows: Gold, $32,539,920; silver, 
$38,623,812; lead, $4,185,769. Total gross result, $75,349,502, being less by $5,805,121- 
than for 1878. 

California shows a decrease in gold of $140,342, and in silver of $589,146—a net de- 
crease of $729,488. Nevada shows a total falling off of $13,184,235, the yield from the 
Comstock being only $8,830,562, as against $21,295,043 for 1878—a decrease of $12,464,481 
from that locality. The product of Eureka district is $5,859,261, as against $6,981,406 
for 1878—a decrease of $1,122,145. Utah shows a falling off of $595,734. Colorado 
shows an increase of over $8,000,000, chiefly from Leadville district. It has been ex- 
ceedingly difficult to arrive at the actual production of Leadville, the two most relia- 
ble reports varying more than $2,000,000. We have adopted an average based upon 
the conflicting figures. Dakota shows an increase of $993,183. 


Statement of the amount of précious metals produced in the States and Territories west of the 
Missouri River, including British Columbia (and receipts in San Francisco by express from 
the west coast of Mexico), during the year 1879. 
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Pee. ad 2 
2k ee ene se Ee 
La} g mo A ; cot eb 
Eley AS ae 25 
aes aH ae a Rey ab a eeeaey 
States and Territories. 4 0 2oe Se eres 
D ari fa} | 
ab Bea a | Sb 
37 tase 3 gc ES 
zs use ES get a $ 
vies dae - _ 3 
i . : peewee at At 4) 2 § ia 
(Oe SOLS SOULS RS SSA Be A ae ee ere $16, 348,730 | $817,436 | $739,440 | $285, 367 | $18, 190, 973 
Pace eee ee eee eee eee eee oe re sees aa 16, 622,472 | 5, 206, 395 a rail a 
Washington) <0. .css0-da0es : 77, 579 TMOG beso eset ns cacceete tt eee 
Ca aie ain TSP ae apa 1, 035, 804 207, 160 578, 336 270,000 | 2, 091, 300 
Montana 1, 907, 053 95,352 | 1, 194, 389 432,226 | 3, 629, 020 
SS ee 211,640 | 21,164 | 2,559,042 | 2,677,033 | 5, 468,879 
Colorado an 3, 144, 697 | 814,469 | 1, 594,349 | 9,360,000 | 14, 413, 515 
NEIL RCO i niciee ce ec clae.cisie' = stucvelestie'stains Te ae ad OA OU hone SEES ciemieate 603, 0003) aes a2 622 
Arizona .... 219, 722 21,272 | 1,046,036 | 662,373 | 1,942, 403 
Dakota........ S Oa. BBA BSt foe eh oo ete 3, 208, 987 
Mexico (west coast) - OST Te Ds, eee 1, 249, 955 341,000 | 1, 683, 871 
British Columbia .........:-c0csose------ CT CR RRS. Saye ied wee-| 976, 742 
ba antl ? 
Li ee ae at eID cee 27, 814, 287 | 2,113, 801 | 26, 187, 019 | 19,234,394 | 75, 349, 501 


The bullion from the Comstock lode contains 41.20 per cent. gold, and 58.80 per 
cent. silver. Of the so-called base bullion from Nevada, 27 per cent. was gold, and of 
the whole product of the State, 27.50 per cent. was gold. ¥ 
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The gross yield for 1879, shown above, segregated, is, approximately, as follows: 


2 Ae Sees aie ce enes eas Rckge st se Lae eae eo anna --. --43.20 per cent.. $32, 539, 920 
PUIVED cos cin cee BAS areata fara femlare wie Seceer Seca eae ee 51.25 per cent.. 38, 623, 812 
| SYST] Rae na Besar 2 Es Seo eles Sere aun ee eee ee 5.55 per cent.. 4, 185, 769 

’ 75, 349, 501 


The outlook for 1880 does not indicate a greater product than for 1879. 
Annual products of lead, silver, and gold in the States and Territories west of the Missouri 
River, 1870~79. 
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Hae e aa aw 
ame Bee et eae 
a RS Seer. The net product of the States and 
weeds ia 8 Territories west of the Missouri 
gag aa = Ebel River, exclusive of British Co 
Year 8 2°3 o Bees lumbia and west coast of Mexice, 
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soeas | Sass | 
| Sal ao Ei BO 9 Lead. Silver. Gold. 
eee a Sehese eta [mee ed ESE RS) NERS ee eee = 
1 | 
RM ay ae oe $54, 000, 000 | $52, 150, 000 | $1, 080, 000 $17, 320, 000 | $33, 750, 000 
7" TRS A Sir a tee ae ree 58, 284,000 55, 784,000 | 2,100,000 | 19,286,000 | 34, 398) 008 
ig ree eral tenia Sia: is ae ainteis nh ae moe 62, 236,959 | 60, 351,824 | 2, 250, 000 | 19,924,429 | 38, 177, 395 
“ST ig a a aa 72, 258, 693 70, 139,860 | 3, 450, 000 | 27, 483, 302"| 39, 206, 55S 
SSS SARS ae cee Pe eer eonene 74,401,045 | 71,965,610 | 3,800, 000 | 29, 699,122 | 38, 466, 488 
Peteaaia stench ewe cette smadartcls 80, 889, 057 | 76, 703, 483 | 5,100, 000 | 31, 635,239 | 39, 968, 194 
JED SEB Sei eater Dao ton Gorice aoe acon 90, 875, 173 87, 219, 859 | 5, 040, 000 | 39, 292,924 | 42, 886, 935 
TEE TR Sa alan oy 98, 421, 754 | 95, 811,582 | 5, 085,250 | 45, 846,109 | 44, 880, 298 
UD Soe Ganda cnGe Bat snonus sempapcmee 81, 154,622 | 78, 276,167 | 3, 452, 000 | 37,248,137 | 37, 576, 030 
RU rater. a einalhietsn voce aac Seinen ee ieia'e 75, 349, 501 | 72, 688, 888 | 4,185, 769 | 37, 032, 857 | 31, 470, 262 
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The exports of silver during the present year to Japan, China, India, the Straits, 


.&e., have been as follows: From Southampton, $33,000,000; Marseilles and Venice, 


$5,000,000; San Francisco, $8,000,006. Total, $46,000,000, as against $39,000,000 frona 
‘the same places in 1878. 
JNO. J. VALENTINE, 
General. Superintendent. 
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